the mind to Vertue and Goodnesse \ wherefore he
reckoneth it among those foure principall exercises,
wherein he would have children instructed.
Tully saith, there consisted! in the practice of singing
and playing upon Instruments, great knowledge, and the
most excellent instruction of the mind: and for the effect
it worketh in the mind, he tearmeth it, Stabilem The-
saierum^ qui mores institmt^ componitque, ac mollit irarum
ardoress &c. A lasting Treasure, which rectifieth and
ordereth our manners, and alkyeth the heat and fury of
our anger, &c.
I might runne into an infinite Sea of the praise and use
of so excellent an Art, but I onely shew it you with the
finger, because I desire not that any Noble or Gentleman
should (save at his private recreation and leisureable
houres) proove a Master in the same, or neglect his more
weighty impioyments : though I avouch it a skill worthy
the knowledge and exercise of the greatest Prince.
King Henry the eight could not onely sing his part sure,
but of himselfe composed a Service of foure, five, and
sixe parts; as Erasmus in a certaine Epistle testifieth of
his own knowledge. . .
I desire no more in you than to sing your part sure,
and at the first sight, withall, to play the same upon your
Violl, or the exercise of the Lute, privately to your selfe.
To deliver you my opinion, whom among other Authors
you should imitate and allow for the best, there being so
many equally good, is somewhat difficult; yet as in the
rest herein you shall have my opinion.
For Motets and Musicke of piety and devotion, as well
for the honour of our Nation, as the merit of the man,
I preferre above all other our Phoenix, M. William Byrd,
whom in that kind, I know not whether any may equall,
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